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Mission and Philosophy

St. Augustine College Preparatory School strives to form young men according
to the ideals inherent in the Catholic and Augustinian educational tradition as
well as Cardinal John Henry Newman's ideal of the Christian Gentleman (See
Mission Statement, Appendix I). This handbook is designed to elucidate how
this philosophy of education is to be accomplished in the various aspects of the
school.

Part I: Respect for God and the Things of God

1. Religion Classes - Each student, no matter what his religious conviction,
must take religion classes as part of his academic preparation. The
Christian Gentleman, because he is strongly rooted in his faith, is not afraid
to confront any discipline. He is able to respect a variety of opinions, while
at the same time being able to distinguish between differences of opinion
and outright error. The Christian Gentleman is not afraid of the truth; he
desires it wholeheartedly and incorporates it into his life.

2. Chapel - Students are encouraged to use the chapel during non-class time.
The use of the chapel should be consistent with its religious nature; it is a
place of prayer, reflection and meditation. When religious services are
conducted in the chapel, students near the chapel are asked to be respectful
and to measure their behavior accordingly.

3. Liturgy - Each student is required to attend the weekly scheduled liturgy
(which is normally the celebration of the Eucharist - also known as Mass).
This is where the spirit of the school is born and nurtured. The purpose of
the liturgy is to make of many, one; to unite us as a family. At the liturgy
students are requested to pray for the needs of the various members of the
community, to remember their own particular needs, to be thankful for the
blessings they have received and to remember the benefactors of the school.

During the Church seasons of Advent and Lent, the Augustinian community
may provide extra liturgies in the morning before school begins to
supplement the already scheduled weekly celebration of the Eucharist.
Students are encouraged to attend even if they arrive late.

The sacrament of Reconciliation may also be provided during these two
seasons. The Augustinian priests on staff are available at any time for the
individual celebration of Reconciliation and for personal spiritual guidance.

From time to time, other liturgical services may be provided and all
students, irrespective of their faith, are invited to participate as best
possible in all these sacred events.
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4. Retreats - Each class will be offered a retreat experience during the course of
the school year. Participation in this retreat is mandatory. Students are to
see that they do not schedule other events that may in any way conflict with
this obligation. The purpose of the retreat is to help each student focus on
his life journey and to honestly evaluate himself in light of the direction
received. As we are reminded by Socrates, “The unexamined life is not
worth living.”

5. Social Service Obligation - The sincerest way of expressing thankfulness for
blessings received, and to put into action our call to active Christian
discipleship, is to use the gifts and talents we have for the benefit of God’s
people. Each student in his sophomore and junior year must complete a
social service project.

In the sophomore year, students participate in a group experience of living
and working in the city of Camden. This experience will help students bond
as a class and help each one realize the blessings he has.

In the junior year, the service will be rendered through a school-sponsored
initiative with either the Cathedral soup kitchen in Camden, Catholic Social
Services in Atlantic City, or some other group service project. Students will
not receive credit for any work done in the junior year until this requirement
in fulfilled.

Caritas Project - By the end of September of his senior year, every student
must have completed an approved hands-on service project designed to
make the world a better place. Each student is expected to work 100 hours
to achieve his goal. (Students may work in teams, but the average for each
individual should be 100 hours.) Proposals are considered during the junior
year, and students may begin work on the project immediately after it is
approved. The project will be assigned to an academic department, which
will review the work after its completion, as well as the student’s reflection
on it, and determine a grade for the project. The Caritas Project is a
requirement for graduation.

Service projects are also required of all athletic teams, school-sponsored
clubs and houses.

Part II: Respect for Others

1. Sacrifice - A student should honor the sacrifice that both he and his parents
are making to attend the Prep by putting forth his best effort at all times. A
son should make his parents proud by always achieving his best.

2. Brotherhood - It is each student’s responsibility to contribute to the sense of
brotherhood in his class. It is as a member of this class where the first steps
to developing the sense of family take place. A student should take pride in
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the accomplishments of his classmates and do whatever he can to bring
honor to his class.

3. Mutual support - Students have a responsibility to support each other. Primarily,
they should do so verbally. Students should encourage each other and never
belittle or humiliate one another. Everyone feels at ease in the presence of the
Christian Gentleman. He is considerate of others and never exploits someone’s

weakness or ridicule



